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Chinese Reaction to the” Craigie-Arita Declaration”
——Comments and Reviews from the Experts on International A ffairs

of National Southwest Associated University
WEN Li-ming
(Institute of National Southwest Associated University, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650092, Y unnan, China)
Keywords: Tianjin Incident; Craigie- Arita Declaration; Anglo-Japan relations; National Southwest Associated University
Abstract: In April 1939, Cheng Xigeng, Superintendent of Tianjin United Reserve Bank and Custom, w as assassinated by
Chinese patriot, and Japan took this Tianjin Incident as an excuse to blockade leased territories of Tianjin, requesting the
entry of Japanese police and relevant actions. After the demand was turned down, the first tension between UK and Ja
pan since the Anti-Japanese War came into being. UK had to cope with Germany on the European battlefield w hile
maintaining its rights here in China, therefore, UK, sacrificing Chinese interests, singed the Craigie- Arita Declaration
with Japan during their discussion in Tokyo. Such compromise caused intense protest initiating the first discussion on
how to win the AntiJapanese War utilizing international relations. The previous historical studies look at this issue
from the perspective of diplomacy history, very seldom touching on the mass public opinions and social reviews. This
paper focus on the National Southw est Associated University, analyzing the reactions from the faculty and students, the
criticism of UK, the conflict between UK and Japan in terms of their rights in China, how to win the war etc. Through
the study of the mass observation and prediction of conflicts amongst UK, Japan and China, we have a better look at

Chinese peoplé s understanding of international changes and Chinese Anti-Japanese W ar relations.
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