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ABSTRACTS

found that the-reduction at the national level did see a reduction, but this reduction assumed
different patterns. Prior to 1990, the national-reduction was statistically s gnificant and was quite
significant in both the eastern and central/ western regions. After 1990, the national-reduction
disappeared and the reduction that had traditionally occurred in the eastern and central/ western
parts of China was now taking place in the eastern, central and western parts of China.

(7) An Analysis of Minimum Wage Effects on the Labor Market —Effect of Interaction with the
Law dof the PRC on Employment Contracts Ding Shouhai - 85 -

Analys s of nonlinear programming showed that the impact of minimum wage control on the
labor market is not only dependent on the imposition of the minimum wage per se , but aso on
the control of some social factors. If implementation is intensified beyond a certain point, the
impact of the minimum wage on the labor market will inevitably be severe. Based on the data
gathered from 439 enterprises in Guangdong and Fujian provinces, the author found that the
increase in the minimum wage in 2008 clearly affected the job market for migrant workersand its
effect was even more severe than in 2007. However , the increase did not sgnificantly affect the
labor market in cities and towns. The author' s analysisfurther pointsout that the major impact
on the migrant worker labor market was occasoned by the intensfied implementation of the L aw
of the PRC on Employment Contracts. However , the impact on the labor market in cities and
towns was miniscule due to the effects of the dual employment system specific to China. This
suggests that the effect of the Law of PRC on Employment Contracts could be achieved by
intensfying the minimum wage controls and some other regulatory measures.

(8) The Extension of the Rationalism of the Peasantry: an Analysis of the Key Actors behind the
“China Miracle" —A Challenge to the Existing Theoriesand a New Analytical Framewor k
Xu Yong - 103 -

Demographically , peasants have long constituted the vast majority of the total Chinese
population. Politically, they have cons stently been perceived as a very conservative force. Their
rationalism , formed during the long-term mode of agricultural production, could only play a very
limited role within typical agricultural society. Such rationalism may well be defined as
“rationalism for survival." However , this kind of rationalism has witnessed a dramatic expansion
snce China embarked on reform and opening-up. We argue that once combined with
industrialism, “ rationalism for survival" may have produced “ added advantages" for Chinese
ciety. As a result, Chinese peasants have released a huge potential energy never seen in
Chinese agricultural society. This paper argues that a true understanding of Chinese peasants
should precede the understanding of the “ China miracle” and a true understanding of
“rationalism" among Chinese peasants shoul d precede the understanding of Chinese peasants. To
understand how Chinese peasants created the “ China miracle" , we need to abandon the traditional
dualistic model of conflict characterized by traditionalism vs. modernity and pay special attention
to the true feelings of the Chinese peasants.

(9) An Analytical Framework of Disaser Management in the Context of China
Tong Xing and Zhang Haibo - 132 -

The field of disaster management has gradually evolved three important research traditions
characterized by projects vs. technology , organizations vs. institutions and politics vs. society,
and three core concepts characterized by disaster , crisis and risk. With the passage of time, the
term “ disaster" has gradually been replaced by * emergency" in the practice of disaster
management. However , there is a logical reason to argue that risk, emergency and crisis are
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