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[ Abstract] Ethnicity is the core concept of contemporary multiculturalisml It is in effect a special type
of citizenshipl The conception of differentiated citizenship was advanced by multiculturalism when con2
fronted with the universal citizen conception of liberalisml Differentiated citizenship emphasizes common2
ality of ethnical differences based on the recognition of the equal right of citizensl The conception
of differentiated citizenship claims that ethnical identity is an essential precondition of national i2
dentity, and national identity is the spiritual foundation of ethnical differencel As far as the citi2
zen2state relationship is concerned, multiculturalism advocates a positive state conception, that
is, the state should actively safeguard the minority rightsl The author concludes that differentia2
ted citizenship conception and differentiated politics developed on the basis of differentiated citi2

zenship conception offer beneficial inspirations to ethnical politics in a mult2ethnic state
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