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counter real difficulties in practice in the future. But egalitarianism is
antithetical to Chinese elitist tradition and so is unlikely to be accepted
by Chinese people. If the Western socio-economic crises persist democ—
racy once credited with the “end of history ”will probably face its first
challenge in China.

On the “Scienceness” of Politics: A Study of Aristotelian

Size

Politics ............................................................ Tang Shlql

Although Aristotle lists politics as one of the “sciences " its character as
a “practical science ”allows itself to be more open to uniqueness and ran—
domness  makingrationality-transcending “careful reasoning and in-
formed judgments” the ultimate goal of political education. In an Aristo—
telian sense the scientification of politics since the dawn of modern era
is in fact a process ofmetaphysicization. To a great extent the pursuit of
universality and certaintynarrows the perspectives of politics and the
technologization of politics overlooks the significance of political wis—
doms. Thus it is imperative for us to “rediscover” Aristotle in order to o—
vercome the deficiencies in current political studies.

ARTICLES

System and the Vulnerability of Small States «-------- Wei Min
Size and system are basic theoretical approaches to the study of the vul-
nerability of small states. Small size which is a shared attribute of all
small states is the source of its vulnerability. Nevertheless small states”
vulnerability and the associated dependence and marginalization are not a
constant because the international system and global discourse have a
constitutive impact upon the degree content and politico-economic sig—
nificance of its vulnerability. The political significance of size depends
on the nature of international political system while its economic signifi—
cance hinges upon international economic arrangements. In the context
of today’s discourse on international relations small states” vulnerability
has been mitigated due to the changed systemic nature; moreover the e—
volution of globalization has provided small states with a potential turning
point. But all these changes do not amount to the elimination of vulnera—
bility for small states  “smallness” still has political and economic sig—
nificance. Simply put size has shaped national attributes and “small-
ness” and the change of international system have together constituted
the nature and content of small states” vulnerability.

China-G77 Cooperation Framework on Climate

Change .................................... Sun Xuefeng and Li Yinzhu

China’s changing power status is a critical factor influencing the ups and
downs of the China-G77 cooperation framework on climate change.
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