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SU Shi’s Theories of Literary and Artist Works
TONG Qing-bing
(Centre for Literature Study, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract;: SU Shi,one of the most outstanding writers and artists in early modern China, has rich experience in creating
literary and artistic works and hence always hits the mark where practical key problems lie. He is therefore able to enhance
theories proposed by his forerunners. In artistic observation, for example, SU makes a comprehensive explanation of it from
the perspectives of empiricalness, utilitarian transcendence and universality. He puts forward the“inspiration theory”by full
observations of external objects:a kind of incidental but strong creative desire and passion triggered by them. His theory of
“full command before creation”concerning“mind’s vision”in composition has three characteristics; completeness, vitality and
poeticality. His artistic theory of“expression forms varying to particular objects”means to emphasize a kind of naturalness,
where“flexibility”and“ change”is extraordinarily embodied. In terms of artistic style, SU highly evaluates to the principle of
“succinctness”,advocating a tensional perspective that contributes a new interpretation to the terse poetic style his previous
artists have held.

Key words: artistic observation;sensational experience; principle of full command before creation; expression forms var-

ying to particular objects;succinctness

@ :{ P Yo 2 -, 509



