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Monograp hic Papers
The Cultural Symbolism of Zhang Taiyan s Lecture Tours of North China during His Later Years
Sang Bing (3)
Zhang T aiyan made a lecture tour of North China in 1932, and forward thinking students of all
schools in the capital showed great respect to him. Scholars of every hue came to learn from him. It
seemed that long years after the conflict between the new and the old academic schools and betw een
the north and the south following the May Fourth Movement reconciliation had been reached, and
China s academic and cultural circles embarked once again on the traditional bright road. Zhang, once
criticized by the new cultural schools as conservative and old-fashioned, was now firmly on the throne
as a master of Chinese national culture. His criticism of the academic and cultural trends since the
founding of the Republic were not only significant for correcting the ills of the times, but also con-
tained many celebrated formulations. On returning from North China, Zhang reestablished his study
association. He repeatedly emphasized building a firm intellectual foundation, tried to foster a fine aca-
demic atmosphere and made painstaking efforts to train the new generation of scholars. He provided a

banner under which scholars from both the North and the South gathered.

Japan and the “ Revolutionary Diplomacy”’ of the Chinese National Government: An Investigation of
the Negotiations on Tariff Autonomy
Wang Jianlang (20)
When the national government launched its “ revolutionary diplomacy” in 1928 Japan was unwilk
ing to adapt to China s political development and still treated the Chinese as it always had. From the
start Japan refused to give China the right to terminate the old treaties and tried to boycott the ad hoc
tariff rate imposed by the Chinese government. Japan s inflexible policies not only met with strong op-
position from the Chinese people but also failed to receive any support from other world pow ers like the
U nited States and Great Britain. It was only a year and a half after other countries had signed new tar
iff treaties with China that an isolated Japan began to take similar steps. Japan s shortsighted policies
reaped little economic gain, but left a permanent mark of hostility and distrust in the minds of the Ch+

nese people.

Indep endence Review: The Construction of an “ Academic Society’” and the “ Power Network” of In-
tellectuals Zhang Qing (33)

T he abolition of the traditional Chinese examination system in 1905 signified the end of an histor
ical era. The social stratum known as shi (scholars) had indeed been razed to the ground, but the
literatistill existed. T herefore, reestablishing their role and identity became the focus of their life.
T he process can be seen mainly from their struggle for constructing “ academic associations.” For this

purpose, a group of scholars gathered around Independence Review in the 1930s.
* 189



